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Germany's new Migration Museum:
This is What it Will Look Like

Der offene Eingangsbereich des Museums Selma: Der Charakter der ehemaligen Industriehalle bleibt erhaltén, wéhr'ed neue
Elemente in Holzbauweise den Innenraum ergénzen. Visualisierung: ATELIER BRUCKNER

Cologne, 10.04.2025 - Cologne is getting ready to welcome a new attraction in 2029: The Museum
Selma will showcase Germany's past and present as a society shaped by immigration.

The exhibition, based on 150,000 artifacts and testimonies witnessing to the history of migration in
Germany, will have its home in a former industrial hall, promising visitors a unique free-flow
experience. Behind this all is an organization started by migrants themselves. The museum is being
developed with public funding of 44.26 million euro. ATELIER BRUCKNER will take the lead on the
project's architectural and exhibition design, with a particular focus on sustainability.

The extent to which migration has shaped Germany since the Second World War will be showcased on
a grand scale — with the opening of the Museum Selma, in Cologne, in the very heart of Europe. A
former industrial hall will be remodeled for this purpose. Stuttgart-based ATELIER BRUCKNER has
been awarded the general planning contract. The architectural design for the Museum Selma
preserves the support structure of the hall, which is over 100 years old, and supplements it with
sustainable wooden fittings.



With a total area of around 10,000 square meters, this will be a modern museum designed structurally
and conceptually to welcome and work with communities, urban society and marginalized groups. It
will join exhibition space with multifunctional event areas, a movie theater, digital laboratory, kids’
space, storage rooms, and a library. The exhibition will showcase examples of the country's largest
collection on the history of migration. The dress of a refugee from Togo, a food scale of an Italian labor
migrant, the boxing gloves of an immigrant from Mostar. Most objects come from private donors, who
all share one common belief: My history is German history.

"With the Museum Selma we are closing a gap in the landscape of German museums,” says Dr. Robert
Fuchs, director of DOMiD gGmbH, the museum’s non-profit parent organization. More than 21 million
people in Germany have either immigrated themselves or come from families that did. Their
perspectives are too often overlooked. Our museum will offer a place where democratic debate can
flourish, prejudices can be dismantled, and we as a society can grow together."
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